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TO OUR READERS: THE COST OF THREE ISSUES 
(WINTER, SPRING, FALL) OF THE GDR BULLETIN IS 
THREE DOLLARS. THIS IS THE FINAL ISSUE ME CAN 
SEND TO NON-SUBSCRIBERS. 
GDR B u l l e t i n 
P u b l i s h e d t h r e e times a year by the Department 
o f G ermanic Languages and L i t e r a t u r e s , Campus 
Box 1104, W a s h i n g t o n U n i v e r s i t y , S t . L o u i s , 
M i s s o u r i 63130. 
C o r r e s p o n d e n c e s h o u l d be a d d r e s s e d t o the 
E d i t o r , Thomas C. Fox, or t o the s t a f f : 
Book R e v i e w s : Greg D i v e r s , F r i e d e r i k e E i g l e r , 
Deborah Lund, Magdalene M u e l l e r , H i l d e g a r d 
P i e t s c h , I s t v a n Varkonyi. 
B i b l i o q r a p h y : Robert Freeman, John C. Pettey. 
Conferences: Greg D i v e r s . 
J o u r n a l Notes: Ge r a l d Eimer, Diana Radam. 
Notes i n B r i e f : John C. Pettey. 
S u b s c r i p t i o n s : Susan M. Stevenson. 
V i s i t i n g L e c t u r e r s : Greg D i v e r s . 
P r o d u c t i o n and L a y o u t : Thomas C. F o x , 
F r i e d e r i k e E i g l e r , Deborah Lund. 
35. Geburtstag der Akademie der Künste der DDR: 
M i t e i n e r f e s t l i c h e n P l e n a r t a g u n g am 24. März 
z e l e b r i e r t e d i e Akademie der Künste der DDR den 
35. Jahrestag i h r e r Gründung. Die Akademie ver-
s t e h t s i c h zunächst a l s F o r t s e t z u n g der 1669 
e t a b l i e r t e n PreuSischen Akademie der Künste, die 
b i s nach 1918 T e i l der Preußischen Akademie der 
W i s s e n s c h a f t e n war. D i e neuere Akademie wurde 
von weltberühmten L i t e r a t e n i n s Leben gerufen — 
darunter: H e i n r i c h Mann, B e r t o l t Brecht, Arnold 
Zweig, Johannes R. Becher und Hanns E i s l e r . Aus 
v i e r Abteilungen — Bildender Kunst, D a r s t e l l e n -
der Kunst, L i t e r a t u r sowie Musik — besteht d i e 
Akademie h e u t z u t a g e . S e i t 1950 veröffentlicht 
s i e d i e Z e i t s c h r i f t Sinn und Form und sorg t für 
d i e über s i e b z i g Archive und Nachlässe w i c h t i g e r 
Künstler und S c h r i f t s t e l l e r . Der R e g i s s e u r , 
T h e a t e r k r i t i k e r , Brecht-Schüler und L e i t e r der 
" B e r l i n e r Ensemble" Manfred Wekwerth i s t s e i t 
J u l i 1982 i h r Präsident. 
Semper Opera House i n Dresden Reopened: 
1 
1
authors: Notes in Brief
Published by New Prairie Press, 1985
On February 13th, 1945, f o l l o w i n g the combined 
B r i t i s h and A m e r i c a n bombing o f Dresden w h i c h 
set the center of t h a t c i t y ablaze and l e f t some 
35,000 c i t i z e n s dead, the Semper Opera House, 
one of Europe's f i n e s t performing a r t s c e n t e r s , 
was a l s o d e s t r o y e d . F o r t y y e a r s l a t e r , t h e GDR 
g o v e r n m e n t — a f t e r i n v e s t i n g some seven years and 
$83 m i l l i o n i n r e c o n s t r u c t i o n — r e o p e n e d the 
Semper w i t h a p r o d u c t i o n o f C a r l M a r i a von 
Weber's "Der Freischütz", the l a s t opera t o be 
performed at the Dresden c u l t u r a l center p r i o r 
t o i t s d e s t r u c t i o n . This performance of Weber's 
work f e a t u r e d Jana S m i t k o v a , K l a u s König, and 
Theo Adam. "Der Freischütz" has as i t s s e t t i n g 
the T h i r t y Years War o f the 1 7 t h c e n t u r y . 
A c c o r d i n g t o James M. Markham i n The New York 
Times: 
"The p r o d u c t i o n drew s t r o n g p a r a l l e l s between 
the 17th and 20th c e n t u r i e s , d e - e m p h a s i z i n g 
Weber's o r i g i n a l r e l i g i o u s impulses and d i s c o v -
e r i n g r e v o l u t i o n a r y , a n t i f e u d a l , a n t i w a r e l e -
ments i n the opera's f i n a l scenes." The f i r s t 
e v e n i n g was a t t e n d e d by many d i g n i t a r i e s from 
b o t h t h e SED, i n c l u d i n g i t s l e a d e r E r i c h 
Honecker, and the f o r e i g n d i p l o m a t i c corps. The 
Semper was d e s i g n e d by t h e Hamburg a r c h i t e c t 
G o t t f r i e d Semper i n the s t y l e o f t h e I t a l i a n 
Renaissance w i t h f i g u r e s from Goethe's Faust and 
L e s s i n g ' s Nathan der Weise d e c o r a t i n g i t s ex-
t e r i o r ; t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n , d i r e c t e d by Semper's 
son Manfred, was begun i n 1869 and completed i n 
1878. B o t h R i c h a r d Wagner and R i c h a r d S t r a u s s 
r e c o g n i z e d t h e s u p e r b a c o u s t i c q u a l i t y o f the 
house, the f o r m e r r e f e r r i n g t o i t as "a wonder 
harp," t h e l a t t e r c a l l i n g i t t h e " E l Dorado o f 
world premieres." The GDR government takes spe-
c i a l p r i d e i n i t s r e c o n s t r u c t i o n e f f o r t s and the 
Semper i n Dresden i s , indeed, a showcase of the 






He r r WeiBe i s t 27 J a h r e a l t , a r b e i t e t i n e i n e r 
Möbelfabrik und wohnt im B e z i r k Karl-Marx-Stadt. 
Er i n t e r e s s i e r t s i c h für a m e r i k a n i s c h e K u l t u r 
und möchte s e i n e e n g l i s c h e n S p r a c h k e n n t n i s s e 
verbessern. 
INTERNATIONALER SOMMERKURS, Rostock 1984 
The c o u r s e i n Rostock was a t t e n d e d by 140 
p a r t i c i p a n t s from a p p r o x i m a t e l y 23 d i f f e r e n t 
c o u n t r i e s . 
T e n d e n c i e s i n GDR l i t e r a t u r e , t h e o r y and 
c r i t i c i s m , and language and l i n g u i s t i c s , w i t h i n 
the s o c i a l c o n t e x t o f the GDR, were the main 
f o c u s o f t h e c o u r s e . I n t r o d u c t o r y l e c t u r e s on 
these t o p i c s served as a b a s i s f o r f u r t h e r d i s -
c u s s i o n i n s m a l l e r w o r k i n g groups ( A r b e i t s -
gruppen). The groups I a t t e n d e d were c o n c e r n e d 
w i t h M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t l i t e r a r y t h e o r y and con-
temporary l i t e r a t u r e i n the GDR. I found 
that f a c u l t y members were very r e c e p t i v e t o the 
q u e s t i o n s and needs o f the course p a r t i c i p a n t s 
and were able to communicate m a t e r i a l and ideas 
i n a way w h i c h made them e a s i l y a c c e s s i b l e t o 
students coming from very d i f f e r e n t academic and 
s o c i o p o l i t i c a l environments. 
The d i s c u s s i o n s u r r o u n d i n g c o n t e m p o r a r y 
t h e o r y and c r i t i c i s m i n d i c a t e d an i n c r e a s i n g 
i n t e r e s t i n the GDR i n r e c e p t i o n theory, s o c i o -
logy of l i t e r a t u r e , and t e x t - i n t r i n s i c i n t e r p r e -
t a t i o n , i . e . t o w a r d s the c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f a l l 
a s p e c t s o f the p r o d u c t i o n , d i s t r i b u t i o n , and 
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